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On Feb. 9 in a letter forwarded to leaders of all Salvadoran political parties, the Farabundo Marti
National Liberation Front (FMLN) announced that its leaders would travel to San Salvador to
meet with party representatives to discuss a 12-point peace initiative issued on Jan. 24 under
which the rebels would participate in elections. The FMLN's offer, signed by senior commanders
Shafik Jorge Handal and Roberto Roca, was released to journalists. The letter said Handal and
Roca would be the rebels' representatives if the offer ware accepted. In an interview with the New
York Times (02/10/89), Hector Silva, a senior member of the Democratic Revolutionary Front, said,
"We don't think the election will be postponed, though the last word has not been said. It's not
quite a dead possibility." The FDR is allied with the FMLN. Silva said the rebels and their political
allies were surprised that the plan remained under discussion. He credited international pressure
for forcing the government to reconsider its initial rejection. According to the FDR member, the
FMLN offer to meet with party representatives was an effort "to keep the proposal alive" and
increase pressure on the government. In offering to come to the capital and discuss the plan, the
two rebel leaders appeared to agree to a proposal originally made in the National Assembly by the
rightist Nationalist Republican Alliance (ARENA). A week ago, after first rejecting the rebel plan,
ARENA suggested that guerrilla commanders explain their proposal to the legislature. But their
suggestion was put aside while the country's political parties began meeting to discuss a counterproposal. On Feb. 8, the Central Election Council declared that the vote could not be postponed
beyond March 31. President of the Council, Jose Ricardo Perdomo, said: "It is no necessary to violate
constitutional precepts in order to have a dialogue" with the rebels. The constitution mandates
elections not less than 60 days before the expiration of President Duarte's five-year term. On Feb.
10, El Salvador's political parties agreed in principle to meet with FMLN leaders to discuss the
rebel peace initiative. The parties did not set a date or location for the meeting. Ruben Zamora,
of the Democratic Convergence, said: "They're still just playing around." On Feb. 13, Defense
Minister Gen. Carlos Vides Casanova told reporters in Costa del Sol that if President Jose Napoleon
Duarte accepts a proposal by the rebels to postpone the March elections, he would be deposed. The
general said, "If the president retains power beyond the end of his term, the armed forces would be
obliged to depose him either the armed forces or the legislative assembly." Central America's five
presidents were assembled at the coastal resort for a summit meeting. Asked if the elections could
be postponed until September, Vides said, "They cannot." Asked if acceptance of the plan could
divide the armed forces, he said: "That danger exists. Then the entire democratic process that has
cost so much could be broken." (Basic data from New York Times, 02/10/89, 02/11/89; AP, 02/13/89)
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